Melnick-Needles syndrome: indication for an autosomal recessive form.
We describe three patients with bone changes and the facial characteristics of the Melnick-Needles syndrome (MNS). Associated anomalies (once bilateral glaucoma, twice congenital heart defect) were the reason for referral. The MNS literature also suggests a high frequency of associated anomalies, especially cardiopulmonary malformations. The distribution of the affected relatives, consanguinity of one pair of parents, and absence of similar symptoms in parents and other relatives makes autosomal recessive inheritance of the trait in this family a definite possibility. This is of great importance in genetic counseling, particularly of sporadic cases.